[image: image1.emf]CLAIMING CONCEPTUAL SPACE. REIMAGINING THE STUDY OF RELIGION AND THEOLOGY: CHANGING CONTEXTS AND SOCIAL DISCOURSES
CALL FOR PAPERS

Conference hosted by the North-South partnership between the Research Division of Huguenot College and the Society for Theory of Religion and Theology, based at the Department of New Testament and Early Christian Studies at the University of South Africa.
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Date: 
6—9 April 2010 
Venue: 
Huguenot College/Provence Conference Centre, Wellington, South Africa

‘Religion’ has been forcibly contested as a conceptual category in recent scholarship, both from within theology and in the study of religion. Questions have been put as to how both theologians and scholars of religion relate to ‘religion’, not only as an object of academic discourse, but also as an increasingly important phenomenon of public and social discourse. While ‘religion’ has been in the centre of scholarly reconceptualizations, ‘theology’ as collective noun for a cluster of disciplinary practices has escaped similar reconceptualization. To place the two terms side by side, however, in the phrase ‘religion and theology’ is to ask how theology itself can be reimagined when revisioned within the framework and context of the contested category of religion.

All disciplinary fields exist by virtue of, and as disciplinary discourses, feed on base assumptions pertaining to those fields, assumptions regarding the putative ‘life realities’ implicated in the relevant field regardless of whether in analytical hindsight such ‘life realities’ have been discursively constructed or not. In some fundamental sense base assumptions about religion as lived practice have to coexist with analytical, theoretical disciplinary discourses on religion in the ‘field of scholarly practice’. But this raises the issue of the relation between insider and outsider perspectives, a distinction that does not simply indicate the different disciplinary perspectives of the study of religion vs. the study of theology. To what extent should the base assumptions of our field – ‘religion’ as lived practice – be shielded from comparative theorizing and scientific explanations? Or is there a case to be made that our base assumptions may equally be historicized and thus analyzed with a view to scientific explanation? In a way, this is exactly what has already happened in studies on cognitive embodiment, the discursive nature of ‘religious experience’, and the construction of religious habitus and dispositions. If questions like these should be answered in the affirmative then they have thoroughgoing implications for the practice of both religious studies and theology, and the consequent social, political, and ideological investments embodied – and disbursed – by these two disciplinary ‘streams’ in the study of religion as lived practice.

Thinking is essentially spatial and localized, and while the issues announced in this call for papers are pertinent to many other contexts as well, the immediate impetus for this conference arose out of the unique socio-politico-cultural trajectory and history of religion in South Africa. Thinking about the proprium of conceptual theorizing in the study of religion and theology has been on the South African academic agenda particularly since the 1988 Human Sciences Research Council congress ‘Paradigms and Progress in Theology’ (Pretoria) and its follow-up 1990 congress ‘The Relevance of Theology for the 1990s’ (Stellenbosch). The inaugural congress of the South African Academy of Religion (1994, Pretoria), ‘Religion and the Reconstruction of Civil Society’, further emphasized the socially discursive significance of religious theorizing. These conferences took place at a significant historical, social, and political juncture for South African society, as they came at the denouement of the series of political events that saw the end of apartheid South Africa and the reordering of South Africa into a post-apartheid society. In short, changing social contexts raised questions about the way in which religion and theology should be studied, theorized, and practised.

Recent changes in the contexts in which the study of religion and theology takes place in South Africa and elsewhere have necessitated the reimagining of what the study of religion and theology should entail. The study of religion and theology increasingly takes places in conceptual contexts of interdisciplinarity, and furthermore has not escaped recent developments in the field of methodology. Many fields of study within the cluster of religion and theology intersect as disciplinary practices with those of cognate fields and other study fields in the humanities and social sciences and even beyond that, in the so-called natural sciences. All these ‘intersections’ left their traces in the development of theory and its application in various subfields of the cluster of disciplines comprising religion and theology. 
Added to that, is the changed institutional location of the study of religion and theology in many institutions of higher learning, where religion and theology are studied in the context of the human sciences. In addition, with the increasing bias towards research in higher learning and the role of research funding and research rating in steering the further development of the study of religion and theology to greater interlocution with the broader context of the human and social sciences, it is clear that the way in which research in religion and theology is conceptualized, has of necessity to be reconfigured to account for these developments, and to maintain its place as recognized fields of research. Furthermore, with increasing awareness of ideological investments in disciplinary practices in the context of multiple and often contending social locations – the political side of research in religion and theology – the theoretical discourses in this cluster of disciplines are often sites of contention in which the varied social interests served by the disciplinary practices, and encapsulated in them, are operationalized in the guise of critical reflection and analytical academic-speak.
To facilitate this process of reimagining the study of religion and theology in the context of these social and theoretical changes, and with a view to claiming its rightful conceptual space within the broad range of human, social and natural sciences, the conference ‘Claiming conceptual space. Reimagining the study of religion and theology: changing contexts and social discourses’ is announced with this call for papers. The conference ‘Claiming conceptual space’ will also function as the inaugural meeting of the newly formed Society for Theory of Religion and Theology.
Proposals for papers are invited to address the issues announced in the conference call. Papers that explore the intersection between religion, theology, and other theoretical domains are particularly invited, as well as papers that reflect on and theorize changed disciplinary practices and their institutionalization in research regimes and scholarly discourses. While related papers are also encouraged, contributions exploring the following themes are particularly invited:
· Conceptuality and construction: the proprium of ‘religious discourse’ and the nature of ‘theology’

· Technologies of transcendental discourses: embodied cognition, the politics of religion, identity, and memorialisation

· Reimagining disciplinary practices: testing the boundaries – intra-, inter-, and transdisciplinarity; thinking out/insider viewpoints
· Conceptualizing from a place: contextualization, relevance, and practices

Refereed papers will be published in the journal Religion & Theology. A Journal of Contemporary Religious Discourse.

Conference organizers:

· Prof Gerhard van den Heever, Department of New Testament and Early Christian Studies, University of South Africa, P.O. Box 392, UNISA 0003; vdheega@unisa.ac.za.
· Prof Ignatius Swart, Division of Research, Huguenot College, P.O. Box 16, Wellington, 7654; iswart@sun.ac.za

Proposals:

Proposals should contain both an abstract as well as a very short curriculum vitae of no more than 100 words, and should to be submitted electronically in Word format to the organizers at
vdheega@unisa.ac.za or iswart@sun.ac.za

Format of abstract/proposal:

Proposals should be about 300 words, clearly indicating the title, proposer, institutional affiliation, plus 5 to 8 key words, as well as indicate clearly which aspect of the conference theme the proposed paper will address or explore.
Deadline for proposals:

30 November 2009

Conference office: Inquiries and assistance

For inquiries and assistance, contact the conference office:

· Mari Joubert: Tel. +27 21 8731181 [o]; +27 83 384 0848 [cell]; email: mjoubert@hc.sun.ac.za
· Jacques Beukes: Tel. +27 21 8731181 [o]; +27 72 901 8627 [cell]; email: beukej@hc.sun.ac.za. 

Fax: +27 21 873 2377.
Registration fee: ZAR1050.00 (includes lunches, dinners, and wine tour and tasting)

Registration form is available online, follow the link at the homepage of the Department of New Testament and Early Christian Studies, Unisa:
http://www.unisa.ac.za/Default.asp?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=232 > click on ‘Conference and Seminars’ > click on ‘Claiming Conceptual Space. Reimagining the Study of Religion and Theology: Changing Contexts and Social Discourses’ for further links to Accommodation Pack and Tourist Information and Registration Form.
Information on the venue:

The conference will be held in the historic Western Cape winelands town of Wellington for the historical significance of the partner institution, the Huguenot College, an institution that has been at the centre of important religious and theological developments in South African history. This venue was also chosen because this is the home institution of the co-organizer, Naas Swart, as well as because of its picturesque setting – and we plan to make it worthwhile for overseas colleagues to come this far out by adding wineland tours and wine tastings to the conference programme. Tours to the neighbouring well-known historic and popular touristic towns of Paarl and Stellenbosch will be available at own cost but it will nevertheless be worthwhile to make a holiday of the Western Cape around the conference.
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CLAIMING CONCEPTUAL SPACE. REIMAGINING THE STUDY OF RELIGION AND THEOLOGY: CHANGING CONTEXTS AND SOCIAL DISCOURSES

REGISTRATION FORM

NB: Email or fax the registration form together with proof of payment back to the conference office at mjoubert@hc.sun.ac.za or beukej@hc.sun.ac.za; or fax to +27 21 873 2377. For information and assistance, please contact Mari Joubert (+27 21 873 1181 [office]; +27 83 384 0848 [cell]) or Jacques Beukes (+27 21 873 1181 [office]; +27 72 901 8627 [cell]) or at the above email addresses.

	
	Personal details

	Surname
	

	First names
	

	Preferred name for name tag
	

	Institutional affiliation
	

	Postal address
	

	Email address
	

	Contact tel.
	


Special dietary needs (specify):


Accommodation:



I will book my own accommodation 


I need assistance with booking accommodation (Please supply information below)

	Dates: check in
	check out:
	Number of nights:

	
	
	


The conference staff will contact you with recommended options. However, booking and payment for accommodation is the responsibility of the participant, to be finalized directly with the selected guest house.


Transport:


I will arrange my own transport

I need transport from Cape Town to Wellington

Please supply flight number, arrival date and time: …………………………………..

Conference fee: ZAR1050.00 (includes lunches, dinners, and wine tasting)
Cost of shuttle service to and from airport: ZAR360.00

Payment 

	Conference fee
	
	ZAR 1050.00

	Shuttle transfer
	ZAR 360.00
	ZAR

	Total:
	
	ZAR


Registration ID:
Please indicate the reference number used for depositing your registration fees in the space below. Use at least your surname (abbreviated if necessary) and all your initials.


  


Confirmation:
Participants should expect confirmation about registration. For inquiries contact the conference office at the addresses above.

We prefer online payments of the conference fee by electronic fund transfer but also accept payment by cheque (cheque to be made out to HC Claiming Conceptual Space). 
Online payments to:
Account name:
HC Claiming Conceptual Space
Bank : 

ABSA
Type of account: 
Savings account
Account number: 
9231950198
Branch code:  
632005
Swift Code: 
ABSAZAJJ
IBAN: 

9231950198
ACCOMMODATION PACK AND TOURIST INFORMATION

The conference ‘Claiming Conceptual Space. Reimagining the Study of Religion and Theology: Changing Contexts and Social Discourses’ will be held in the historic Winelands town of Wellington in the Western Cape. It is within easy reach of Cape Town (about 1 hour by motorway from the Cape Town International Airport), with other historic towns such as Franschhoek, Stellenbosch, and Paarl very close by. 

This information guide provides links to information on the Winelands, wine estates to visit, other tourist activities and tours, as well as accommodation in or around Wellington.

Participants are responsible for their own accommodation, and we recommend staying in or near Wellington so as to enable easy transport arrangements. Accommodation can be booked at guest houses and other self-catering units (see below for recommended accommodation). Please bear in mind that participants who do elect to stay in guest houses, esp. on farms or in the neighbouring town of Paarl, should consider car rental to get around. Transport will be available for participants staying in the centre of Wellington. Transport will be arranged for the evening receptions and the wine tour and tastings.
Please note: Prices and rates are given in South African Rand. Prices quoted are indications only and may be subject to change without any notice. Please contact the relevant service provider for current and applicable rates and prices. 


For information on the Winelands, visit the following websites:

http://www.wellington.co.za/ 

http://www.franschhoek.org.za/
http://www.tourismstellenbosch.co.za
http://www.paarlonline.com/

Tourist activities:

The following tours can be booked through Vacations Unlimited, Pretoria. Contact Sandro or Karen Sfreddo at Vacations Unlimited, Church Street 805, Arcadia 0083, South Africa; or P.O. Box 1471, Pretoria 0001, South Africa; tel. +27 12 342 0179 or fax +27 12 430 3840; or email: sandro@vacationsunlimited.co.za or Karen@vacationsunlimited.co.za.

Vacations Unlimited (quotations dated April 2010 based on 20 people booking)

Cape Point Tour - R795.00 per person

Cultural Tour of Cape Town - R565.00 per person (Excluding Robben Island)

Table Mountain Tour - R590.00 per person

Winelands Tour - R680.00 per person

Cultural Tour of the Winelands - R565.00 per person

Includes:
· Air-conditioned vehicle with driver and registered guide

· Excursions and transfers as shown in the itinerary

· Relevant park fees

· All activities and entrance fees as mentioned above

Excludes:
· Items of a personal nature

· Drinks , meals , entrance fees, porterage , tours and transfers not specified above

· Cancellation , baggage or medical insurance

· Staff gratuities , any new Government taxes , levies , fuel or industry increases which are beyond our control


Cape Point with Hiking & Biking: R685.00 Per Person, Min 6 People
We depart Wellington & follow the False Bay coastline to visit a rare colony of Jackass penguins at Boulders Beach, then on to the Cape Of Good Hope Nature Reserve. We take mountain bikes along for those who wish to get out of the bus and smell the sea air and the many flowers. You can cycle as much or as little as you like, as the support van is always nearby. For real fresh air fiends there is also a 1/2-hour cliff top hike from Cape Point to the Cape of Good Hope. We have a picnic lunch somewhere in the reserve (on a sunny day take along a bathing suit) and return home via Scarborough, Misty Cliffs & Chapman's Peak*.
 

* Dependant on the road being open for traffic or we will take the alternative route up Ou Kaapse Weg.

Includes entrance to Cape Point & penguins & picnic lunch  
 


Wine Lands Tour: R563.00 Per Person, Min 6 People

This is a truly mellow day spent absorbing the rich beauty and history of the greater Cape Wine lands - we visit Stellenbosch, Paarl and Franschoek, with a cellar tour in one, and tastings in each region. Enjoy spectacular views during a sumptuous picnic lunch  - by the time you return you should be feeling pretty rosy!       

Cycling Option:  We can add some cycling amongst the vineyards – nothing too taxing, just enough to get a little exercise and make you even more thirsty! 

Cost:  R685 per person
Includes cellar tour, wine tastings & picnic lunch  

 

 

Township Tour - 1/2 Day: R515 Per Person, Min 6 Pax
Religion? Politics? Economy? Traditions? Hopes? The Future? ... 
We vist Langa, Nyanga, Gugulethu, Khayelitsha & Crossroads, including a visit to a local shebeen for a taste of sorghum beer, the meat market, the men's hostels, a herbalist and a daycare centre & orphanage This is an interactive tour and you will have the opportunity to speak to the local residents and possibly even be invited into their homes. Some quotes from those who've been:

" A fascinating trip - a real eye opener to the 'true Africa'. What amazing people. A memorable morning - Thanx" Emma (London)

 " A very interesting trip to the townships. Thank you for showing us the other side of Cape Town.
I hope to have it in my mind for a long time" Gabi (Italy)

"Really excellent. Put a lot of pre-conceived perceptions to rest learning about the reality. Much enjoyed." Ryan

 

 

City Tour & Table Mountain: R550 per person, min 6 pax
A general orientation  tour of the city , including The Castle & Green Market Square, followed by a trip up the table Mountain cable car ( own account) and  a visit to Signal Hill, ending at The Waterfront for shopping and lunch ( own account), before dropping off at approx 16h00.

Wellington Accommodation and Restaurants

LA ROCHELLE GUESTHOUSE, Wellington 

Address
13 Jan van Riebeeck Street
Wellington
7655
 6 Rooms available 

Rates: R230.00 per person sharing, R280.00 single (excl breakfast); Breakfast available: R25.00 Continental, R35.00 Health, R40.00 English, R50.00 Full Breakfast  

 www.larochelleguesthouse.co.za 

OTHER INFORMATION  Be sure of real Boland hospitality in the Winelands of the Western Cape! Well restored, Victorian home in the centre of historic Wellington with a 3 star rating as well as "highly recommended" from the AA Travel! Only 50 minutes from Cape Town International Airport. Experience views of vineyards, mountains and tranquility from the shady veranda, while enjoying a farm breakfast or glass of wine. Large garden with pool and lots of space to relax while enjoying the birds singing. 4 Charming, antique furnished en-suit rooms with specially selected white linen. All well equipped with: aircon, electrical blankets, M Net, kitchenettes, private entrances, secure parking, ect. Only 400m from CPUT campus, Huguenot College and Breytenbach Centre and wedding reception venues.

CUMMINGS GUESTHOUSE, Wellington 

12 Rooms available 

Address
20 Cummings Street
Wellington 
7655

Rates: R225 pp single R190 pp double; R55 pp breakfast 

www.wellington-accommodation.com 

E-mail: stay@wellington-accommodation.com
A charming guesthouse (B&B + selfcatering) in the peaceful town of Wellington. 6 Private Rooms and 6 self-catering air-conditioned units offer en-suite, double beds and single beds. Safe parking, baby sitting is available on request. TV with DSTV and barbeque facilities. Matties friendly and personal attention will make your stay truly memorable. Home away from home. 

OTHER INFORMATION  Centre Town, Restaurants, Huguenot College, are within walking distance. AA Grading - Highly Recommended 3 Star Grading TV with DSTV in every room Wireless Internet Connection in every room

SOETE HUYS B&B, Wellington 

6 Rooms available   

www.soetehuys.co.za 

Rates: R280 pp sharing, R400 pp single; breakfast R40

Soete Huys Guesthouse - Bed and breakfast offers you beautifully appointed rooms in the heart of the Cape Winelands - Wellington. Originally a dried fruit farm the main house was built in 1921 as a Cape Victorian Villa and later converted to the Cape Dutch Revival Style. After a few renovations the house still breathes the rich history of its surroundings. One of the old barns have been transformed into very spacious rooms. They are all individually styled, with attention to detail & comfort, having spectacular views over the surrounding mountains and vineyards. Through the years we have become a home away from home for many business people and tourists, who return time and again. Our location makes Soete Huys the perfect choice for visitors to the various training institutions, as well as holiday makers wanting a restful "platteland" experience while still being close enough to the Wellington town center and the main attractions in and around Cape Town & Cape Peninsula. Whether a businessman, a bride or a tourist, we offer you true South African hospitality.  Come and enjoy the magnificent views from the beautiful garden and pool over the valley and mountains. Visit our website and website-gallery for more photos.  

PROVENCE, Wellington 

3 Rooms available 

www.provence.co.za
Rates: R300 pp (single), R250 pp (Double), Breakfast (R50 pp).

 For years Provence has been known as one of the most beautiful venues in the Boland and is also owner managed. The farm lies in the centre of the Wellington village which is 70 km from Cape Town. The farm consists of a historical manor house - guest rooms, offices, two function halls a swimming pool and 3 hectares of winde grapes. The gardens are the perfect setting for photographs - offering a gazebo, several ponds and giant shade trees. This beautiful setting is also ideal for holding your wedding ceremony and should you or your guests wish to stay overnight, you could do so in our guests suites which is ideal. Not only weddings, but conferences, birthday parties, dances and fashion shows can be held on these premises with the same individualised and personal attention.

BAKKIES B&B 

16 Single rooms available 

Physical Address:

Bainskloof Pass

Wellington 

Rates: R275 pp, R55 Breakfast,

www.bakkiesbb.co.za 

E-mail: info@bakkiesbb.co.za
Situated against the slopes of the Hawequa Mountain in the historical Bainskloof Pass. Bakkies and Ronel offer you a warm hospitality in a peaceful and safe, country surrounding. Large breakfast. Dinner on request. Separate entrances to private en-suite bedrooms. Secure parking. TV, M-Net, Fans, aircon, Heating, Bar Fridge, Coffee/Tea.  A self catering cottage for 4-6 people. Fully equipped thatch roof cottage on farm with fireplace, TV & M-net.

Wellington Restaurants

Diemersfontein - Seasons Restaurant

Contact Person: Owner: David Sonnenberg/Chef Johan van Schalkwyk
Tel: 021 864 5050
Fax: 021 864 2095
E-mail: restaurant@diemersfontein.co.za
Website: www.diemersfontein.co.za 
 Address
R301 Van Riebeeck Drive 
Wellington
7654

Oude Wellington Restaurant

Contact Person: John Tecklenburg or Susanna dos Santos
Tel: (021) 873 1008
Fax: (021) 873 1008
E-mail: restaurant@oudewellington.co.za 
Website: http://www.kapwein.com/Frameset.htm
Address
Oude Wellington Restaurant

Oude Wellington Wine and Brandy Estate

R301 Bainskloof, Wellington

Paarl Accommodation

LEMOENKLOOF, Paarl 

29 Single Rooms available 

Address: 

Lemoenkloof Guest House & 
Conference Centre
Corner of Malan and Main Road
Paarl

Rates: R650 pp (Breakfast incl) 

www.lemoenkloof.co.za 

Lemoenkloof is situated on the Paarl Wine Route and is within walking distance of the central town. Stellenbosch, Franschoek and Cape Town are all within easy reach, approximately 35min by car. We offer a full sumptuous country breakfast of all your favorites in our cosy Cape Dutch dining room. Our secluded pool area and sun terrace are ideal for summer relaxation. We are surrounded by world class golf courses in Paarl, Somerset West and Stellenbosch. Horse riding on nearby wine farms can be arranged. 
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