Canadian Theological Society Annual General Meeting

30 May 2003, Dalhousie University, Halifax
1. Call to Order

2. Report from the Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences (CFHSS):  Paul Ledwell, Executive Director, and Diana Brydon, Chair of Management Board, the Aid to Scholarly Publications Programme

a. New Project: Renewing Scholarly Infrastructure for the Next Generation

b. Review of scholarly associations are managed in US, UK, Australia, will be making recommendations to CFHSS Board in fall 2003

c. New Scholars Task Force: hiring, mentoring, teaching, and research—preliminary report on CFHSS web site

d. Fund Raising Campaign for CFHSS: please donate generously

e. Advocacy: last year’s post card campaign got the federal government’s attention, CFHSS was able to build on momentum in lobbying government for increased support for SSHRC and new scholarships for MA and PhD students

f. Congress 2004, May 29-June 6, University of Manitoba

i. Theme: Confluence: Ideas, Identities, Place

ii. CTS Scheduled for Sunday-Tuesday, May 30-June 1

iii. Update from Women’s Information Network

g. Future Congresses:

i. 2005: University of Western Ontario

ii. 2006: York University

iii. 2007:  University of Saskatchewan

iv. 2008:  University of British Columbia

3. Minutes of 2002 AGM

a. Vanin/Dickey Young: That the minutes of the 2002 AGM be approved.

4. Business Arising

a. Joint Religion and Violence Seminars: Hans Boersma, CTS rep to the steering group for the joint seminars on religion and violence, reported how the work had progressed in the last year, and plans for next year: each society asked to do one separate session each on religion and violence, and to have one combined session with a panel on a specific theme, possibly supported by a SSHRC grant 

b. Discussion: clarification of how it will work; combined panel will be invited panel, and steering committee will invite panel 

c. CTS Book Table at annual meetings

i. Michael Bourgeois reported on follow-up since last meeting

ii. Eric Beresford suggests information about book table to go with Call for Papers (and perhaps annual meeting programme) mailing

5. Reports

a. Treasurer: Cristina Vanin reviewed details of financial statement , especially budgeting for CTS joint lecture and reason for lower than anticipated expenses

b. Questions and discussion:

i. The “Actual” 2002-03 total membership fees should read $4,135 rather than -$4,135

ii. Discrepancy between 2002-03 Memberships actual reported: $3,241 in financial report for 2002-03, but $4,135 under membership summary; upon further research, Cristina Vanin clarified that $3,241 is correct figure.

iii. Cristina Vanin to check figures with Wilfrid Laurier University Press

iv. Need to send membership renewal reminder

v. Cynthia Crysdale moved/Carolyn Sharp seconded that treasurer’s report be received as amended: CARRIED

c. Cristina Vanin moved/Cynthia Crysdale seconded that 2003-04 CTS budget be approved: CARRIED.

d. Cristina Vanin moved/David Zub seconded that the portion of the student representative’s costs for travel to the annual general meeting, not met by the travel grant, be reimbursed out of Executive Committee expenses in accordance with CTS reimbursement policy. CARRIED.

e. Student Representative: Scott Dunham reported on his activities in the past year, working on idea for session at 2004 AGM that would be helpful for grad students but also of interest to all members of CTS; problem of keeping e-mail addresses current

f. Newsletter Editor: John Franklin, spring issue due in next couple of weeks; invites submissions; notes change to having spring issue published following annual meeting

i. Brenda Appleby recognized that John Franklin has been doing Newsletter for 16 years; membership expresses appreciation

g. Nominations

i. 2003 Nominations Committee composed of Cynthia Crysdale, Anne Marie Dalton, and Harold Wells

ii. Proposed Slate:

1. Vice President—Don Schweitzer

2. Secretary, 2004-07—Jackie Kuikman

3. CTS Representatives to the Canadian Corporation for Studies in Religion Annual General Meeting, 2003–2006—Tracy Trothen and Harris Athanasiadis

4. 2004 Nominating Committee—Eric Beresford, Marilyn Legge, and Peter Slater

iii. Discussion of rationale for electing secretary a year in advance

iv. Call for further nominations, of which there were none.

v. Carolyn Sharp moved/Archibald Pell seconded that nominations close; CARRIED

vi. The proposed slate of officers and representatives was elected by acclamation

vii. Invitation to members to make nominations for next year to members of 2004 Nominations Committee

h. Report from representatives to the Canadian Corporation for Studies in Religion (Cynthia Crysdale to CCSR Board; Alyda Faber, Jeff MacPherson, and David Zub to CCSR Annual General Meeting)

i. Acknowledgement of representatives

ii. What CCSR does: publication of journal Studies in Religion/Sciences religieuses (SR); book publications through Wilfrid Laurier University Press; production of combined programme for annual meetings of member societies; and web site

iii. English language editor for SR needs manuscripts, and manuscript reviewers with information about one’ areas of specialization: William Aral, University of Regina: william.arnal@uregina.ca

iv. Concern about low level of Canadian content in SR (17% according to recent review of past issues)

v. Three soon to be vacant offices on CCSR Board: secretary, treasurer, publications officer; CTS members invited to take these positions.

vi. Corporate members dropping: schools, etc; please encourage your institutions to renew memberships.

6. New Business

a. Plans for Joint Lecture for 2004 Congress

i. Brenda Appleby update on invitation to Rowan Williams, waiting for reply; discussion contingency plan

ii. Review of arrangements for Joint Lecture

b. CTS Secretary as representative to the Board of the Canadian Corporation for Studies in Religion (CCSR): Cynthia Crysdale reports on changes in Board’s meeting plans (only once a year in January); as society representatives s to CCSR Board are usually their secretaries, it seems wise for the CTS representative to be its secretary. 

i. Cynthia Crysdale moved/Marilyn Legge seconded that the Secretary of the CTS be the society’s representative to the Board of the Canadian Corporation for Studies in Religion. CARRIED.

ii. Discussion of whether this action needs change to by-laws or constitution; or whether the body should designate the persons rather than officers.

iii. CTS needs printed descriptive motions 

7. Welcome new CTS President, Brenda Appleby, and Adjournment
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